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Annoying behavior of dogs in an off-leash dog park
Yumei Komuro and Naoko Koda
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T183-8509 RREBATHMEAI3-5-8
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Abstract

Annoying behavior of domestic dogs requiring
action to prevent problems or accidents and coping
behavior of their owners were observed for 82 hours
in an off-leash dog park in an urban city. Both the
numbers of dog park users and rates of annoying
behavior were higher on holidays than on weekdays.
However, the owners’ rates of intervention in the
annoying behavior were lower on holidays than on
weekdays. Annoying behavior was more frequently
observed between the same-sized than between
different-sized dogs. This suggests behavior whereby
dogs avoid serious conflicts. Barking was the most
frequently observed annoying behavior. The owners
stopped such behaviors more frequently than the
dogs did voluntarily. Forcibly making the dogs leave
the area and holding the dog were effective coping
behaviors. However, just talking to, approaching,
contacting, and chasing the dogs were ineffective.
Thus, the owners greatly influenced the dogs'’
behavior in the dog park.

Keywords: off-leash dog park; annoying behavior;

coping behavior
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Qualitative Research on Pet Owners' Perception of Animal Nurses as Specialized Care Supporters(1l) : From

Experiences of Owners of Pets having Comparatively Few Problems
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Abstract: The purpose of this research is to clarify
the owners’ perception of animal nurse and
experiences through which owners of pets with

comparatively few problems perceive the animal

nurse as a care supporter. Material from interviews
was analyzed using the Modified Grounded Theory
Approach. The results revealed that while pet
owners experience interaction with a person having
an ambiguous role” in relation to the animal nurse as
the pet owner “deals with pet care issues,” the
animal nurse’s actions of “handling even little things
with great care” and “demonstrating specialized
skills and knowledge” form a “pet care support
experience” and pet owners come to recognize the
nurse as a pet care supporter. Among the “future
expectations’ directed toward veterinary nurses, it
was hoped that they would define their role and
function as “close specialized supporters.”

Keywords: animal nurse, pet owner, pet care,
specialized care supporter, Modified Grounded

Theory Approach
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